


From the Editor: Sweet Success

have good news! On April 17, Governor Bob

Wise put his signature on House Bill 2824
extending a state consumer sales tax exemption
to GOLDENSEAL for the sale of magazines. We
are grateful to the governor for signing this
legislation and to all of the state senators and
delegates who voted for it. Special thanks go to
Delegate Mary Pearl Compton from Monroe
County who introduced the bill in the House of
Delegates and enthusiastically urged her col-
leagues to join her in supporting it.

A great deal of work went into navigating this
bill through the legislative process, and we do
not have room here to individually thank all of
those who helped or encouraged us. I would,
however, like to especially thank Ginny Painter
from the Division of Culture and History for
her tireless persistence in seeing this thing
through. Thanks again, Ginny — I know that it
would not have happened without you! I also
wish to thank Senator Andy MacKenzie, Com-
missioner of Culture and History Nancy
Herholdt, and Secretary of Education and the
Arts Kay Goodwin for their help and support.

Finally, and most importantly, I wish to thank
all of the GOLDENSEAL readers who expressed
their concern and support during this process. I
can’t tell you how relieved I am to be able to
finally lay this matter to rest, and devote my
full energies to producing the best possible
magazine for you. Whew!

Speaking of which, I think we have a good
one on our hands here. For all of you who have
been asking for more train stories, this summer
issue should satisfy your thirst. From the stun-
ning steam engine on the front cover to the
mysterious railroad bridge in our “Photo Curi-
osity” [see inside back cover], there are prob-
ably more train and train-related pictures and
stories in these pages than in any previous
issue of GOLDENSEAL. In my opinion, the
railroad photography of J.J. Young is as artistic

and accomplished as any ever made, and we

are very proud to feature an extended look at
the photographer and his work. Our story by
Bob Withers begins on page 10.

Another long-awaited feature included in
this issue is our visit to the McDowell County
community of Coalwood. World famous as
the site of Homer Hickam, Jr.’s, book Rocket
Boys and the film “October Sky,” Coalwood is
a very real place with its own rich story to
tell. Stuart McGehee, one of West Virginia’s
foremost coal historians, has written a concise
account of the rise and fall of this model
mining operation. His story begins on page
52. Former GOLDENSEAL editor Ken
Sullivan offers his insight into Hickam’s
writings on page 57, and photographer Mark
Crabtree takes us to Coalwood today. Mark’s
piece, beginning on page 60, is highlighted by
an eloquent commentary from Homer Hickam
himself — exclusive to GOLDENSEAL— in
which the best-selling author reflects on his
hometown.

I could go on and on. Suffice it to say that I
am well-pleased with this issue, and hope
that you are, too. As usual, a lot of work went
into it, but as we all know, nothing worth-
while ever comes easy, and there are few
magazines as worthwhile as GOLDENSEAL.

One regret — while preparing this issue,
dealing with tax matters, and making-do
without a current assistant editor, [ unfortu-
nately did not have time to organize a fall bus
trip for this year. Work on the tour has tradi-
tionally been done in time to announce the
trip in the summer issue, and I am sorry that I
did not have the opportunity to properly plan
a trip for Fall 2001. If all goes right, we’ll be
back with a new bus tour in Fall 2002. We’ll
keep you posted.

In the meantime, have a great summer, and
enjoy this issue of GOLDENSEAL!
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Letters from Readers

GOLDENSEAL welcomes letters of general interest from readers. Our address
is The Cultural Center, 1900 Kanawha Blvd. East, Charleston, WV 25305-
0300. Published letters may be edited for brevity or clarity.

Coondogs

January 29, 2001

Charlottesville, Virginia

Editor:

I have enjoyed reading each issue
of GOLDENSEAL, and the Winter
2000 issue has caused me to write
this letter about a coon hunt in
Preston County in the 1920’s or
early 1930’s. You, along with
many coon hunters, will not
believe this story. But it is true.

“Chance,” a Treeing Walker hound in
Kanawha County. Photograph by Michael
Keller.

My first cousin, the late George
Shay, grew up in Independence
(formerly Raccoon) in southwest-
ern Preston County. He was a
large, strong, athletic type who
liked football, basketball, and
especially boxing. One evening,
he overheard some older men
talking and laughing about a
coon hunt that they had recently
enjoyed. He broke into the con-

versation and asked if he might
go with them on a future coon
hunt. They all agreed that he
could, and told him that they
would get in touch the next good
evening for coon hunting.

When that evening came,
George was notified and joined
the group for his first coon hunt.
Four coondogs were taken along
for this hunt. Two were older and
well-trained, while two were
younger and were being trained.

Upon entering the woods, the
dogs were released and soon
treed a coon. When the party
arrived at the tree where the dogs
were going wild, it was soon
discovered that the upper trunk
of the tree had a hole in it, and
that this was a den tree. The
party quickly set about cutting
the tree down.

George was told to take a
lantern and one of the older dogs,
go down the hill to the edge of a
nearby stream, and wait for the
coon or coons to come his way.
He was told that he and the older
dog were to keep the coon from
getting into the stream. Well,
when he was in position, the tree
was felled in his direction. The
older dog started at the butt of
the tree and ran up inside it. He
came out the top of the tree
straight toward the waiting
George.

Soon, all hell broke loose at his
location. The dog went wild, the
lantern went sailing through the
air, and screams, loud yells, and
curses rang forth. The men at the
den tree quickly moved to see
what all the commotion was
about. They found George with
this enraged, full-grown coon in
his bare hands. George had it by
the back of the neck with one



hand and by the rear with the
other. He was trying to break its
back by bringing his two huge
hands together. The coon didn’t
like it one bit and was biting and
scratching like only an angry
coon can do. Moreover, the dog
George had with him wasn’t one
bit of help. His barking and
biting further infuriated the coon.
When the other men finally
recovered from what they saw,
they got the coon in
a gunny sack. After
the laughter died
down, George was
given his first
lecture in Coon
Hunting 101: Bare-
handed is not the
way to catch a coon
of any size or shape.
Then the men
heard the two
young dogs back at
the den tree barking
and throwing a fit.
They all quickly

keep it truthful.
Sincerely,
Gordon Larew

January 25, 2001

Franklin, West Virginia

Editor:

Thank you for your informative
article on the coonhounds and
their handlers [see “Coondog
Heaven,” by John Blisard; Winter
2000].

hunts and fell into near extinction
during the early 1900’s. Hounds-
men have long prized this dog and
have preserved the foundation
stock for six centuries; it endures
today through the tenacity of
serious fanciers.

My Big Blue, “P.R.” Womack’s
Huckleberry Blue, a.k.a. Puffy,
was bred in Kansas City, but West
Virginia has several breeders of
this rare, beautiful, and powerful
coonhound.

For more info on
the American Blue
Gascon, visit
www.cadvantage.
com/ ~driftwod/ on
the Internet. Should
you have any
questions, please do
not hesitate to
contact me.

Very truly yours,
Marla Zelene
Harman

104 Walnut Street

moved back to the
den tree where
George brushed the
other men aside and proceeded
up the tree to the den hole where
the younger dogs were having a
tizzie. He quickly shoved the
dogs aside, reached in the hole,
and withdrew — bare-handed of
course — a young coon that
wasn’t about to give up without a
fight. George quickly turned to
hand this coon to one of the other
men while he reached in the den
hole with the other hand to get a
second unappreciative young
coon. No one wanted either of
these young coons, so George
wound up with two fighting-mad
coons — one in each hand. Bark-
ing and biting dogs beside
George only added to the prob-
lems.

These two young coons were
finally bagged, and the hunt
ended. To the best of my knowl-
edge, this was my cousin’s first
and last coon hunt.

Can anyone top this one? Now

“Puffy,” an American Blue Gascon hound in Franklin,

The French hound that you
referred to as a foundation breed
for the modern bluetick [see
“What Is a Coondog, Anyway?”
by John Blisard] is what is now
known as the American Blue
Gascon. Although listed in the
UKC bluetick registry, they are of
the “old-fashioned” variety and
greatly exceed breed standards,
routinely weighing in at 100
pounds. This most noble of
hounds make wonderful house
pets and have great stamina and
heart in the woods.

Introduced to America by
General Lafayette as a gift to
George Washington in the 1700’s,
this ancient breed today is virtu-
ally unknown to the general
public. Distinctive because of
their incredibly lush coat, long
ears, lack of brown markings, and
thundering voice, the old-fash-
ioned hound was considered too
large and slow for competition

Pendleton County.

Franklin, WV 26807
(304)558-2659

March 15, 2001

Via e-mail

Editor:

I am from Monroe County, way
down in the bottom of the state. I
recently saw my first issue of
your magazine. I absolutely loved
it. It was the Winter 2000 issue
and featured a lot of stuff about
coon hunting. My father was an
avid coon hunter, peaking at
times with close to 40 dogs, I
believe. He hasn’t hunted in a
while due to an injury to one of
his feet. His foot gives him a lot
of trouble, and he can’t climb
these West Virginia hills like he
used to. He read the articles
about the coondogs, too, and he
enjoyed them.

I would like to thank you for
bringing such great stories that
we as native West Virginians can
relate to. As I read your articles, I
was ready to jump up and down
at points when I knew about the

Goldenseal 3



subject or knew the place where
something had happened.

My father is also a fourth-
generation logger. His family was
said to have moved from over-
seas to Carroll County, Virginia,
and worked as farmers a long,
long time ago. It is believed that
they were of the Dunkard faith,
or something similar. They
weren’t making enough money to
support themselves in Virginia,
and found that they could make
one dollar a week logging in
Glace, here in Monroe County.
Ever since then, the Hubbard
family from Glace have been
loggers.

As you can tell, you already feel
like a part of my family by the
way I keep rambling on. If you
could, we would really like to
hear a few logging stories, and
some more coon hunting would
be great. I really do appreciate
your magazine.

Sincerely,
Bobbi Hubbard

Red Henline

March 19, 2001
Buckhannon, West Virginia
Editor:

Fiddler Red Henline, 1947.
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I want to tell you how much I
enjoyed the article and pictures
about Red Henline of Upshur
County [see “"He Just Loved the
Music’: Traditional Fiddler Red
Henline,” by Robert Spence;
Spring 2001]. I knew him well
and enjoyed his music plus his
friendship. I enjoy your maga-
zine, too.

Sincerely,

Frances Lynch

Home Remedies

October 10, 2000

Statesville, North Carolina
Editor:

Being born and raised in West
Virginia in the 1940’s and ‘50’s,
there were a lot of home reme-
dies from the CCC, WPA, and
family.

Juice of three weeds on a bee
sting will not swell. Black walnut
— nuts, hulls, and all —in a
room will get rid of fleas. When
cutting off the head of a chicken,
take the feathers from under the
right wing and put them on the
ground. Lay the chicken back on
them. The chicken will flop, but
not off the feathers. These are
tried and true from those West
Virginia hills. I'm sure there are
a lot more that your readers
know.

How about an article about
these things from your readers?
We have already lost a lot of the
Indian’s folklore. Let’s not lose
this part of our heritage! I enjoy
my GOLDENSEAL very much.
Can’t put it down till I finish it
when it arrives. I'm from
Belington.

Sincerely,
Loy Ervin Smith

Take Me Home

December 22, 2000

Columbia, Tennessee

Editor:

We have started having an an-
nual get-together for the Middle
Tennessee people who are from

West Virginia. For the last two
summers, we have had a picnic
and talked about our ties to the
great state of West Virginia. We
have had more than 60 people
each time. We are 45 miles south
of Nashville. If anyone knows
someone in our area, please have
them give me a call at (931)381-
0393, or drop me a note at 103
Walden Road, Columbia, TN
38401.

" We enjoy reading your maga-
zine.

Sincerely,

Linda Taylor Walter

March 27, 2001
Cincinnati, Ohio
GOLDENSEAL,
I am so proud to be from West
Virginia. Wait a minute! I was
born and raised in Kentucky and
now live in Ohio. After reading
GOLDENSEAL for three years, I
feel like a native son.

Thanks for a great magazine
and keep up the good work.
Norman V. Smith

March 14, 2001

Via e-mail

Editor:

Anyone who visits your Web site
[see www.wvculture.org/gold-
enseal] is apt to be stricken with
an incurable case of wanderlust
that can only be remedied by a
visit to the hills of beautiful West
Virginia!

You've done a great job for the
tourism industry by your presen-
tation. Thank you for all the hard
work and time you’ve invested in
my home state. Your dedication
and commitment to quality work
is evident.

Phylenia French

Thanks for those kind words,
Phylenia. The summer travel season
is indeed upon us, and we encourage
all of our readers, both in-state and
out, to explore West Virginia during
this time of year. For state travel
information, call 1-800-CALL-
WVA.—ed.



GOLDENSEAL Good-Byes

Frank Thomas, aviator, philosopher, author,
and poet, died at his home in Fayetteville on
March 23, 2001. He was 79. Frank was well-
known and
well-loved
both locally
and nation-
ally for his
ceaseless
devotion to
flying, his
independent
approach to
life, and his
rock-bottom
five-dollar
fee for an
airborne
tour of the
New River
Gorge. He
built,
owned, and operated the Fayette Airport where
he taught more than 1,000 people how to fly. Our
article by Louis E. Keefer, “Flying Frank Thomas:
‘Just Like a Preacher With a Calling,”” appeared
in Summer 1992.

Aviator Frank Thomas. Photograph by
Michael Keller.

Clarence Clifford “Slim” Clere, popular radio
entertainer, musician, and Charleston-area
businessman, passed away on April 14 at age 86.
Slim was born in Ashland, Kentucky, in 1914,
and made a name for himself during the 1930’s
and ‘40’s as
a country
music
entertainer
over radio
stations in
Huntington,
Charleston,
and else-
where. He
was best
known as
half of the
duo, “Slim
and Tex”
along with
popular
country singer T. Texas Tyler. In his later days,
Slim managed several businesses including

Slim Clere at WZTQ radio. Photograph by
Rick Lee.

Putnam County radio station WZTQ. Slim was
featured in our Spring 1982 issue [see “Slim and
Tex: Mountain Boys on West Virginia Radio,” by
Ivan M. Tribe].

Juliette Auger Fortner passed away on October
20, 2000, at age 65. She grew up near Elkview,
Kanawha County. Juliette’s colorful childhood
memories of her foster grandparents Helen and
Harry Fain were the subject of her article,
“Granny and Paw,” in our Winter 1992 edition.
Juliette had a long
career as a state
worker with more
than 30 years of
public service. At the
time of her death, she
was secretary to
Public Service Com-
missioner Otis Casto.

William Raymond
“Bill” Seal served in
law enforcement for
more than 41 years,
nearly 30 of those
with the West Vir-
ginia State Police. At 91 years of age, Bill was the
oldest living former state trooper. He died on
March 19, 2001. In our Spring 1999 article, “’All In
a Day’s Work’: Former State Trooper William R.
Seal,” by Ben Crookshanks, Bill related his experi-
ences as a motorcycle patrolman during the 1930’s
and ‘40’s, working strike duty, busting up moon-
shine stills, and subduing desperate criminals.
Bill made his home in Fayetteville.

Bill Seal, former state trooper.
Photograph by Michael Keller.

Fiddler Glen Smith of Elizabeth, Wirt County,
passed away on April 5, 2001, at age 77. Glen was
one of the state’s top traditional musicians having
won numerous contests and awards in his nearly
70 years of playing music; he received the
Vandalia Award in 1998. Known for his driving
musical style and dry sense of humor, Glen and
his wife Helen were active participants at many
festivals and folklife events across the state.
Helen was among the women profiled in our last
issue [see “Vandalia Wives,” by Kim Johnson;
Spring 2001], and Glen was the subject of a fea-
ture story in our Summer 1990 issue [see “I've
Always Loved Music’: Champion Fiddler Glen
Smith,” by Jacqueline G. Goodwin].

Goldenseal



Current Programs * Events * Publications

GOLDENSEAL announcements are published as a service, as space permits. They are not paid advertisements and items
are screened according to the likely interests of our readers. We welcome event announcements and review copies of books
and recordings, but cannot guarantee publication.

Summer Workshops

Thousands of people will take to
the hills this summer in search of
new skills at folk arts workshops
across the state. Here are a few
recommendations:

Fort New Salem, a recreated West
Virginia frontier settlement in
Harrison County, has a busy
summer planned with public
activities from Memorial Day
through late October. Highlights
include the Heritage Sampler
Camps to be held June 20-22, July
11-13, and July 25-27. Aimed at
youngsters aged eight to 14,
activities at these day-camp
workshops range from Appala-
chian music and farm life to
leatherwork, print shop, and
woodworking. The cost is $18 a
day.

Other events at Fort New Salem
this summer include free sum-
mertime socials July 21 and July
28, Front Porch concerts July 14,
21, and 28, and a mountain
dulcimer weekend August 11-12.
For complete information, call
director Carol Schweiker at
(304)782-5245 or visit the Salem-
Teikyo College Web site at
www.salem-teikyo.wvnet.edu.

Allegheny Echoes offers summer
workshops in Appalachian music
and verse at Snowshoe,
Pocahontas County, June 24-30.
Music classes range from “Raw
Beginner Fiddle” with Pam Lund
to “Intermediate/Advanced
Flatpick Guitar” with champion
picker Robert Shafer. In addition
to instrumental and vocal music
offerings, classes are available in
creative writing, basketry, and
Appalachian woodenware.
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Allegheny Echoes’ student performance at Snowshoe last year.

Evening plans include square
dances, jam sessions, public
concerts, and a Wild Meat Cook-
out. The workshops and evening
concerts serve to kick off the
three-day Snowshoe Music
Festival scheduled on the moun-
tain June 29-July 1, featuring
many top-name bluegrass and
country music acts. For informa-
tion, visit their Web site at
www.alleghenyechoes.com., or
call (304)799-7121.

The Augusta Heritage Arts
Workshops at Davis & Elkins
College in Elkins is the oldest and
largest program of its kind in the
state. Their five-week summer
schedule begins July 8 and culmi-
nates with the public Augusta
Festival on the weekend of
August 10-12. Each of these five
weeks has one or more central
themes ranging from Blues and
Swing Week (July 8-13) to Irish
Week (July 22-27) and Old-Time
Week (August 5-12), with a wide
variety of other music, dance,
craft, and folklore classes filling
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Special
“Folk Arts
for Kids”
and
Elderhostel
programs
are also
available
during the
day, while
evening
activities
include
dances, jam
sessions,
craft dis-
plays, and performances. The
Tuesday and Thursday evening
concerts are open to the public
and highlight the talents of each
week’s instructional staff. For a
comprehensive catalog, call
Augusta at (304)637-1209, or visit
their Web site at
www.augustaheritage.com.

Cedar Lakes Craft Center near
Ripley offers classes from Febru-
ary through November. This
summer’s workshops, which run
from July 15-August 3, include
papermaking, stained glass,
basketry, beadwork, quilting,
tinsmithing, Windsor
chairmaking, and watercolor.
Several related Elderhostel
classes are scheduled at Cedar
Lakes from August 19-24. Most
workshops are one-week long.
The craft classes take place
following the annual Mountain
State Art and Craft Fair, one of
the premier craft events in West
Virginia, scheduled this year July
4-7 at Cedar Lakes. For informa-
tion about the craft workshops or



to request a free catalog, call
(304)372-7873, or visit their Web
site at www.cedarlakes.com.

Horses and Horseshoes

A calendar of upcoming eques-
trian activities is available from
the West Virginia Department of
Agriculture. The free publication
is called “Horse Events 2001 in
West Virginia.” Listings range
from
rodeos,
barrel
races,
and
tack
sales to
pulling
con-
tests,
riding
lessons,
and
horse,
mule,
and
donkey
shows throughout the state.
Copies are available by calling
(304)558-2210.

Horse Events 2001

On West Vinginia

For those who prefer pitching the
shoe of the horse, a busy summer
is planned by the West Virginia
Horseshoe Pitchers Association
with contests and other activities
scheduled nearly every week.
Among the biggest horseshoe-
pitching events of the year is the
annual state tournament to be
held in Parkersburg on Septem-
ber 1. Organizers expect to host
more than 100 contestants. For
more information, call Charles
Brunner at (304)366-7986, or visit
www.horseshoepitching.com.

More Summer Fun

Shepherdstown, West Virginia’s
oldest town, will host a walking
tour of 20 private gardens,
churchyards, and old cemeteries
on Saturday, June 16, from 10:00
a.m. until 5:00 p.m. The event,

called the third annual Back
Alleys Tour and Garden Party, is
a benefit for the Shepherdstown
Library and includes self-guided
tours of local gardens, children’s
activities, garden-related art and
vendor booths, and an afternoon
tea at 3:00 p.m. at the Episcopal
Church. Tickets for the garden
tour are $10; the tea is $5.

For more information, call
(304)876-2786.

The West Virginia State Folk
Festival will take place in
Glenville, June 21-24. Now in its
527 year, this festival is a popu-
lar event among many of the
state’s traditional musicians [see
“'Let’s Keep It Traditional’: West

Virginia State Folk Festival Turns |

50,” by Bob Heyer; Summer
2000]. A highlight of the festival
is the over-50 fiddle and banjo
contest, scheduled at 2:00 p.m. on
Friday, June 22, on the campus of
Glenville State College. For more
information, call (304)462-8427,
or visit www.etc4u.com/folkfest.

The 51% annual West Virginia
State Gospel Singing Convention
will be held July 22-29 at Mt.
Nebo, Nicholas County. The
weeklong event includes choir
singing, quartet singing, and
Sunday worship services. All
singers are welcome. Longtime
GOLDENSEAL readers may
recall our photo essay and story
about the Singing Convention
from Summer 1982 [see “Singing
On the Mountain: The West
Virginia State Gospel Singing
Convention,” by James Samsell].
For more information, call
(304)472-3466 or (304)624-9322.

Lebanese heritage in the Wheel-
ing area will be celebrated on
August 12 at Oglebay Park. The
event, called Mahrajan, is spon-
sored by Our Lady of Lebanon
Maronite Catholic Church [see
“Our Lady of Lebanon: The
Maronite Church in Wheeling,”
by Cheryl Ryan Harshman;

Goldenseal
«fh-West Virginia

Mine

The West Virginia Mine Wars were
a formative experience in our
state’s history and a landmark
event in the history of American
labor. GOLDENSEAL has pub-
lished some of the best articles ever
written on this subject. In 1991,
former editor Ken Sullivan worked
with Pictorial Histories Publishing
Company to produce this compila-
tion of 17 articles, including dozens
of historic photos.

Now in its third printing, the
book is revised and features new
updated information. The large-
format, 109-page paper bound book
sells for $9.95 plus $2 per copy
postage and handling. West
Virgina residents please add 6%
state tax (total $12.54 per book
including tax and shipping).

I enclose $ _ for___copies of
The Goldenseal Book of the West
Virginia Mine Wars.

-Or-

Charge my

__VISA ___MasterCard

#

Exp. Date

Name

Address

Please make check or money
order payable to GOLDENSEAL.
Send to:

GOLDENSEAL

The Cultural Center

1900 Kanawha Blvd. East

Charleston, WV 25305-0300

(304)558-0220

Goldenseal 7,



Mountains of Music

Edited by John Lilly

Mountains of Music: West
Virginia Traditional Music from
GOLDENSEAL gathers 25 years
of stories about our state’s rich
musical heritage into one im-
pressive volume.

Mountains of Music is the defini-
tive title concerning this rare and
beautiful music — and the fine
people and mountain culture
from which it comes.

The book is available from the
GOLDENSEAL office for $21.95,
plus $2 shipping per book; West
Virginia residents please add 6%
sales tax (total $25.26 per book
including tax and shipping).

Add Mountains of Music to your
book collection today!

I enclose $ __ for___ copies of
Mountains of Music.
_Or-
Charge my
_ VISA ___MasterCard
#

Exp. Date

Name

Address

Please make check or money or-
der payable to GOLDENSEAL. Send
to:

GOLDENSEAL

The Cultural Center

1900 Kanawha Blvd. East

Charleston, WV 25305-0300

(304)558-0220
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Summer 1990]. The Lebanese
heritage festival begins with a
worship service at 11:00 a.m.
Afterwards, there will be Leba-
nese food for sale, live Lebanese
music, and children’s activities
until about 6:00 p.m. This is the
largest public Lebanese cultural
event of the year in the Wheeling
area, and organizers expect as
many as 3,000 people to attend.
For more information, call
(304)277-3230.

River Boating

While rowboats and canoes are
seldom seen these days plying
the mighty Ohio and Kanawha
rivers [see “The World’s Fair In a
Rowboat,” by W. Merle Watkins
and Bill Watkins; page 66],
magnificent sternwheelers are
still a common sight. Three of the
grandest — the “American
Queen,” “Mississippi Queen,”

begins and ends in Pittsburgh,
and also includes stops at
Wellsburg, Huntington, and
Blennerhasset Island.

The “Delta Queen” will visit
Huntington on Thursday, August
30, then cruise up the Kanawha
River for a stop at the Sternwheel
Regatta in Charleston on Sunday,
September 2. This trip begins and
ends in Cincinnati.

Boat passengers will come
ashore to visit these West Vir-
ginia cities during their stops
here, though there will be no
public tours offered of the his-
toric river boats while they are
docked. All three boats are
operated by the Delta Queen
Steamboat Company of New
Orleans. To book passage on one
of these cruises, or for more
information, call 1-800-543-1949,
or visit their Web site at
www.deltaqueen.com.

Tending the

From the top, the “American Queen,” “Mississippi
Queen,” and “Delta Queen” steamboats.

and “Delta Queen” — will make
stops in West Virginia ports this
summer. On Saturday, July 21,
the “American Queen” will arrive
in Huntington at about 8:00 a.m.,
departing at 1:00 p.m., as part

of a five-day, round-trip cruise
beginning and ending in
Cincinnati.

The “Mississippi Queen” will
make its first-ever stop in
Charleston on Friday, August 10.
This extensive, nine-day cruise

Commons

An ambitious and
creative new Internet
Web site from the
American Folklife
Center of the Library
of Congress offers a
detailed look and the
land and traditional
ways of life in the
Coal River area. The
site, called “Tending
the Commons:
Folklife and Land-
scape in Southern
West Virginia,” can be
found at http://memory.loc.gov/
ammen/cmnshtml/. It is drawn
from research conducted between
1992 and 1999 as part of the
American Folklife Center’s Coal
River Folklife Project which
documents traditional use of the
mountains and their natural
resources by the people of the
region. The Web site currently
includes more than 1,250 photo-
graphs of the area, 679 sound
recordings, and extensive local



Joe Williams with ginseng. Photograph by
Cyntha Scott Eiler, Library of Congress
America Folklife Center.

information examining such
topics as traditional harvesting,
religious and cultural events, and
industrial activities such as
mining and timbering.

The site, as well as the original
fieldwork, are largely the work of
folklorist Mary Hufford. Mary
tells us that the site is still ex-
panding; an interactive timeline
and other features are yet to
come. For more information,
contact Mary Hufford via e-mail
at mhuf@loc.gov.

Heritage Travel

Heritage tourism plays an in-
creasingly larger role in the
state’s growing travel and tour-
ism industry as people from
within and outside the state
discover and visit many of West
Virginia’s historical and cultural
treasures.

Two colorful brochures are now
available highlighting this travel
trend in different parts of the
state. “Mountaineer Heritage”
covers heritage travel opportuni-
ties in Lewis, Harrison, Marion,
Monongalia, and Preston counties
including Prickett’s Fort, Fort

New Salem, Jackson’s Mill,
Arthurdale, and a variety of other
stops in the north-central region
of West Virginia. Copies are
available by calling 1-800-CALL-
WVA.

“Hatfield & McCoy Interpretive
Tour” includes a detailed map of
locations in the southwestern
part of the state connected to the
infamous family feud. Also
included are many historical
photographs, a detailed account
of the events surrounding the
conflict, and a feud timeline. This
free publication will be of interest
to anyone wishing to learn more
about this fascinating topic, as
well as to those who wish to plan
a visit to these historic sites. To
request a copy, call the Tug
Valley Chamber of Commerce at
(304)235-5240.

Historic Places Book

Response has been tremendous
for the new book, Historic West
Virginia, published by the West
Virginia State Historic Preserva-
tion Office and the Division of
Culture and History [see “Cur-
rent Programs, Events, Publica-
tions”; Spring 2001]. The first
printing has been distributed,
and plans are underway for a
second printing later this year.
For those interested in reserving
a free copy of this impressive
publication, write to Katherine
Jourdan, The Cultural Center,
1900 Kanawha Boulevard East,
Charleston, WV 25305-0300; or
send e-mail to
katherine.jourdan@wyvculture.org.

History Heroes

The state honored 50 individuals
for their efforts to preserve West
Virginia’s past with the March 22,
2001, presentation of the History
Hero awards. The awards were
presented in the Cultural
Center’s West Virginia State
Theater in Charleston by Nancy
Herholdt, the commissioner of

the Division of Culture and
History.

Among those honored were
several individuals familiar to
GOLDENSEAL readers. These
include Rita Emerson of Coxs
Mill [see ““Busy About the Lord’s
Business’: Rita Emerson, Woman
Preacher,” by Susan Leffler;
Winter 1992], sign painter Harley
Warrick of Wheeling [see “Inter-
viewing the Best: Tom Screven
Talks to the Mail Pouch Man”;
Winter 1994], and Ed Weaver of
Burlington [see “’Not a Going
Business’: Ed Weaver’s Service
Station Museum,” by Bill
Moulden; Fall 1993]. Also receiv-
ing History Hero awards this
year were GOLDENSEAL photog-
raphers Ferrell Friend of Ivydale
and Gerald Ratliff of Charleston.
Congratulation to all of the
recipients!

History Heroes are nominated
by local historical societies and
organizations across the state; the
awards are presented at the
Capitol Complex each year on
History Day, usually held in
February or March. For nomina-
tion guidelines or other informa-
tion, contact the State Archives
and History section at (304)558-
0220 ext. 166.

Rita Emerson. Photograph by Susan
Leffler.
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By Bob Withers
Photographs by 1.J. Young

own 14%" Street,

Street, through the Yel-

low Cab lot to Chapline

Street, past the post office,
over 10™ Street, and across Main
Street. Pedestrians, stand aside! A
young man is tearing through
downtown Wheeling, camera dan-
gling from his neck, swinging
wildly from side to side. What
could provoke this mad dash
through midday traffic? This risk
to life and limb?

Why, a train whistle, of course.
And not just any train whistle. A
"hooter" — a low, mournful tone
unique to the grandest Baltimore &
Ohio steam locomotive of them
all, the mighty EM-1. These
articulateds — massive, roller-bear-
ing war babies — were among the
largest railroad engines ever made.

10 Summer 2001

up Eoff

Photographer J.J. Young today. Photograph by Michael Keller.

A long, heavy coal train — in
local parlance, a "humper" — has
just departed B&O’s nearby

Benwood yard for a Lake Erie
dock, and the "one long and three
shorts" has notified the man with
the camera that the engineer has
"whistled out the flag" so that he
can take water at Bridgeport, just
across the river in Ohio. That pro-
vides the man with a chancetodoa
little humping of his own, catch up
with the train, and take a picture
of it.

Listen. Another blast. Two longs,
a short, and a long. He’s whistling
for Lincoln Avenue. The engine
crew has slaked the iron horse’s
ravenous thirst and is ready to get
back on their train.

“Got to keep moving," the man
puffs to himself as he reaches the

Suspension Bridge to Wheeling Is-
land. The marathon already has
extended for more than two miles;
now it’s only a couple more blocks.
Finally, hereaches a friend’s house.
A friend with a car — an "ancient,
old wreck" of a red Chevy convert-
ible, cranked up and ready to go.
These pals don’t waste time with
telephones; when a hooter calls,
they head out. The result is always
the same — a fun day of chasing
trains and capturing dozens of
priceless, nostalgic images.
Meet].]. Young, Jr., a 72-year-old
Wheeling native whose best friends
from the start have always been
steam locomotives and the trains
they pulled. The race that he and

On the opposite page, a Baltimore & Ohio
locomotive steams through McMechan,
Marshall County, in the summer of 1957.
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A B&O passenger train crosses Wheeling Creek in Wheeling on its way to Pittsburgh in May 1950. J.J. Young grew up a short
distance from this location and enjoyed a ringside seat perched on the bridge abutment, just like the two young men shown here.

fellow railfan Jack Norton ran
across Wheeling back in the mid-
‘50's has long passed. But, since
Young taught himself how to
handle cameras at an early age, his
thousands of stunning images res-
urrect for 21*'century eyes the sym-
metrical dances of these fire-breath-
ing, smoke-belching beasts, far be-
yond their fatal appointments with
the scrap yard.

Destiny must have decreed that
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Young love trains. In front of his
boyhood home at 977 McColloch
Street, the B&O’s "Pike" curved
across a stone-arch viaductand dis-
appeared into Tunnel No. 1, pro-
viding him with a constant pan-
orama of passenger and freight
trains running to and from Pitts-
burgh. Yard engines frequented the
area, switching between the Pure
Oil plant and the Union Stockyards.
On the far bank of Wheeling Creek,

a Wheeling & Lake Erie line con-
veyed that company’s trains to and
from downtown Wheeling. And,
just across McColloch, Wheeling
Public Service streetcars trundled
back and forth from the car barn.
Young took it all in.

"From the time I was a year-and-
a-half old, I could pull myself up
on the window sill and watch it
all,” Young says from his present-
day home in Charleston. "Those old




Mallets fascinated me," he says, re-
ferring to the large, articulated en-
gines of the day.

Later, he would sit mesmerized
on his front porch. Or, when
W&LE train No. 35 was due out
about 2 p.m., he would go over the
backyard fence and up on the
hillside behind his house for a bet-
ter look from an outcropping of
rock near Lind Street.

"I had the grandest show in the
country,” he says. "It was my own

12-inches-to-the-foot scale model
railroad. When you lived in such
close proximity to railroads, you
either loved them or hated them. I
loved them."

Eventually, Young found that he
could make friends with the crews
and snag rides in
the locomotives.

The tiny youngster climbed up
thejagged steps of the nearby abut-
ment on the B&O’s viaduct.

"I’d put my hands up, hoist one
leg up, then drag up the other one,”
he laughs. "It was a job getting up
there.”

His first ride oc-
curred just shy of
his seventh birth-
day when he spied
awork train on the
W&LE line, which
by then had been
taken over by the
Pennsylvania
Railroad, lovingly
known as the
"P. Co."

The flood of
March 1936 had
taken massive
chunks of cinder
ballast out from
under the right-of-
way that clung to
the creek bank,
leaving whole sec-
tions of track
hanging in midair.
Once the line was
operable again,
the work train had
secured several
gondola-loads of
slag-fill from the

nearby Wheeling
Mold and
Foundry, and was
dumping it in the
worst remaining
spots by means of a flatcar-
mounted traveling crane posi-
tioned between two of the
gondolas.

Young J.J. lit out to see what was
going on — without stopping to
get his parents” permission.

"You didn't tell my Old Man any-
thing like that," he says. "You'd get
whipped.”

He gawked from the field across
the street from his home.

"But that wasn’t close enough,”
he says.

1938.

J.J. Young, it seems, was destined to love trains. He is shown
here, arms folded, at age nine with brother Edward and sister
Mary Virginia alongside a Wheeling & Lake Erie locomotive in

He walked across the ballasted
B&O bridge, which had no guard-
rails, climbed down the other side,
and walked about 200 feet up the
Pennsy track to see the action. He
was all goggle-eyed, and engineer
George Painter got curious.

"Young fellow, what you doing?"
he asked the lad.

"I came over to see what you
fellows are doing," the boy re-
sponded.

"Come on up,” the smiling engi-
neer said.
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According to J.J. Young, “When you lived in such close proximity to railroads, you either loved them or hated them. | loved them.”
Here, a B&O passenger train from Pittsburgh comes down the middle of 17" Street on its way to Wheeling Station early one

December morning in 1955.

"That’s the wrong thing to say to
a railfan,” Young declares today.

The boy reached for the bottom
rung of the ladder, which appeared
to be twice his height off the
ground.

"Don’t think thatstopped me," he
says with a smile.

Somehow, he lifted himself up —
eyes wide and mouth gaping.

"The engineer’s seatbox was like
athrone,"hesays. "That washeaven."

The boy stayed put all day as the
crew alternately dumped slag and
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returned several times to the little
yard at Peninsula Junction to repo-
sition loads on either side of the
crane. Finally, they returned to
Benwood to lay up.

Young doesn’t remember how he
got home, but that part wasn’t im-
portant. "My mother, very early on,
adjusted to the fact that I was a
vagabond," he recalls. Turns out that
cab ride in a train was the first of
many.

A few years later, his mother said
to him one afternoon, "Johnnie, why

don’t you go over and watch some
trains?"

Immediately, J.]. was suspicious;
he, his brother, and two sisters al-
ways had chores to do around the
house. But he went, taking up a
perch atop the tunnel portal where
he could watch trains but still keep
an eye on the house. Shortly, he
noticed several of his schoolmates
stepping onto his front porch and
it dawned on him — this was his
11" birthday, and his parents were
planning a surprise party for him.




Photographer O. Winston Link

hile J.J. Young was exploring the byways

and rail yards of northern West Virginia cap-
turing the last days of steam travel on the Balti-
more & Ohio Railroad with his camera, photogra-
pher O. Winston Link was on a similar quest in the
southern part of the state preserving images of the
Norfolk & Western’s final generation of steam en-
gines.

Ogle Winston Link was a New York-born public
relations photographer who fell in love with the
beauty and majesty of steam trains. During a 1952
visit to the Virginia mountains, Link determined to
document these magnificent creatures before they
reached extinction.
Like].J. Young, Link
sought and received
theapproval and co-
operation of rail-
road management
in order to gain spe-
cial access to these
trains. Unlike
Young, however,
Link adapted so-
phisticated com-
mercial studio pho-
tography tech-
niques to create his
images, resulting in
spectacular — and
occasionally surreal
— composition and
lighting effects.

From 1955 till
1960, O. Winston
Link photographed
the N&W’s southern
Virginia and West
Virginia lines, creat-
ing hundreds of dra-
matic photographs. He would sometimes plan a
specific shot for several days, hiring actors, cho-
reographing train movements, positioning light-
ing equipment, and timing the anticipated plumes
of smoke and steam. He preferred night shots
since they allowed for greater control of the light-
ing and generally produced the most stunning
results.

According to writer Bob Withers [see accompa-
nying articles], J.J. Young and O. Winston Link met
once, at a railroad history convention in Roanoke,

0. Winston Link took hundreds of dramatic photographs of Norfolk &
Western steam engines between 1955 and 1960. This nighttime shot
of a N&W class Y-6b Mallet in Northfork, McDowell County, was
taken in August 1958. Photograph courtesy of Link Photographic
Trust.

Virginia, in 1957. Link took the convention by sur-
prise with his unusual nighttime photographs. J.J.
Young showed Link one of the few night shots he
had taken, and drew a favorable reaction from the
New York photographer, who told Young that the
shot looked like something that he would have
done. “Coming from him,” Young says, “that was
high praise.”

O. Winston Link passed away on January 30,
2001, at age 86. His railroad photography has taken
on a life of its own, however, fostering museum
exhibitions, books, and widespread attention among
railfans and photography buffs. An extensive dis-
play of Link’s rail-
road pictures was
featured at the Hun-
tington Museum of
Artin 1998. A simi-
lar exhibition is
planned this com-
ing October 26
through December
15 at Tusculum Col-
lege in Greeneville,
Tennessee. Link’s
former assistant,
Thomas Garver,
will present a talk
on Link’s photogra-
phy at the exhibit’s
opening on October
26. For more infor-
mation, call
Tusculum College
at (423)636-7348.

Thomas Garver is
also the author of a
book, The Last Steam
Railroad in America,
featuring the photo-
graphs of O. Winston Link. The 144-page
hardbound, large-format book was published in
1995 by Harry N. Abrams Publishing; it features
127 illustrations and descriptive text by Garver. An
earlier book, Steam, Steel & Stars: America’s Last
Steam Railroad, by Tim Hensley, was published by
Abrams in 1984. It also includes Link’s railroad
photography and an afterword by Thomas Garver.
Both books are available in West Virginia libraries
or for purchase through Pictorial Histories; phone
1-888-982-7472 or (304)342-1848.
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A B&O “humper” crosses the Ohio River Bridge between Benwood Junction and Bellaire,
transported West Virginia coal to Holloway, Ohio, and on to Lake Erie.

"My mother always said I was the
black sheep of the family," he says.
"She and my grandmother were al-
ways trying to turn me into a civi-
lized humanbeing. ButI have never
been a social animal.”

He walked downtown to the B&O
station and talked his way into a
cab ride on train No. 72 to Pitts-
burgh.

"When I arrived at the Smithfield
Street station, I deliberately called
my mother to infuriate her," he
says. "She said, ‘Where are you?""

"Pittsburgh,"” he said trium-
phantly. There was a long silence,
and the line went dead.

After a 30-minute layover, Young
rode back to Wheeling in the cab of
train No. 77 — the overnight run to
Parkersburg, Huntington, and
Kenova. His dad was waiting at the
station.

"He whipped my [tail] all the way
home," Young recalls.

Then there was the Thanksgiving
morning when Young was 14 years
old and his mother sent him out for
a loaf of bread, some salt, and a
couple of other items for Thanks-
giving dinner.

"She said, ‘Go up the street and
find a store that’s open, and get me
these things,”" he recalls. "I got all
the way downtown — to 12" and
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Chapline — before I found a store
that would be open, but not ‘til
noon. And I wasn’t going to walk
all the way home and back."

That was deadly for a kid who
knew passenger train schedules. "I

"Ever after that,” Young
says, "whenever 1 left the
house, my mother always
told me, ‘Send me a
postcard when you
get there.””

knew the crew on the morning P.
Co. train from Pittsburgh, so I
walked down to their station at the
foot of 10™ Street. There was a
raised walkway parallel to the track
that put you at about deck level
with the cab."

Sure enough, Young secured a
ride with the engine crew as the
emptied train deadheaded to
Benwood to have the engine turned
and serviced. Then it returned to
Wheeling to load passengers, ex-
press, and mail and go back to Pitts-
burgh.

"Ever been to Pittsburgh?"a crew
member asked.

Young hesitated. He knew what

Ohio, in March 1954. These trains

was coming, and he didn’t
want to lie.

"With us?" the crew member
added.

"No," Young answered truthfully.

"Would you like to take a ride?"

"Let’s go!"

Young figured he had time to ar-
rive at the P. Co. station in Pitts-
burgh, catch a streetcar to
Smithfield and Water streets, catch
B&O train No. 75, and still gethome
in time for dinner, albeit without
the groceries.

"But at Smithfield Street, I ran
into this engineer who used to run
between Wheeling and Pittsburgh
and now he was on the Buffalo
[New York] train.

"Hey, you want to take a ride?’

"Now that was the worst thing he
could have said,” Young recalls.
"That’s like asking a poor man if he
wants a nine-course dinner." So
Young headed farther north. And
when his friend reac<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>