


From the Editor - Back to School

ooking over this issue, I realize that we

— have inadvertently assembled a special

back-to-school edition. How clever of us!

High school football, alumni reunions, even

a delightful article about taking the train to
school put us in a mind of our school days and
golden school memories that we carry with us
through the years.

Before becoming editor of this magazine in
1997, I worked at Davis & Elkins College as
publicist for their Augusta Heritage Center
and related folklife programs. I also attended
college there and proudly processed through a
snowstorm in my cap and gown in May 1996 to
receive my diploma from future governor Bob
Wise. It was a memorable day to be sure.

W ile in school at D&E I became aware of
the cultural and professional differences that
existed between the traditional academic
community and the “folkies.” While the two
groups respected each other and coexisted,
there was little common ground.

My, how that has changed! Not only are folk
arts and regional studies embraced at D&E,
but robust programs are in place at Fairmont
State University, Shepherd University, and
Glenville State College as well. Each program
is unique, and each teaches students — and
us — an important lesson about heritage
and preservation. See the story, called “From
the Hills to the Classroom: Folklife Goes to
College,” which begins on page 10.

School buses have run the hills and hollers of
West Virginia for generations. Yet a few lucky
souls in Kanawha County can brag that they
went to school in a unique way — aboard a
special train. Author Bob Withers — himself a
true “train nut” — eagerly attended a reunion
of the “Rail Riders” and files a heart-warming
report, titled “Readin’, Writin’ and Ridin’ the
Rails.” See page 18.

I have a soft spot for a good sports story, and
author Ralph “Butch” Neal has given us one in
spades. The unlikely 1960 Philippi High School
Bulldogs mounted a remarkable season, and the
folks in Barbour County still recall the details.
See “Football 1960: Philippi High School’s
Perfect Season,” beginning on page 40.

Finally, the bittersweet realities of life in and
around McDowell County come to bear on two

of the county’s
memorable high
schools: Elkhorn
and Elkhorn Elks.
One black and
one white, these
schools educated
thousands
during their day
and today have
sadly gone to
ruin. These two
institutions are
fondly recalled
at local reunions
and here in
GOLDENSEAL, thanks to Bluefield journalist
Bob Archer. See story on page 46.

Articles about entertainer-turned-author JoAnn
Davis (page 34), Preston County’s last remaining
buckwheat mill (page 58), Kanawha County’s
Blue Creek Island (page 26), and Wheeling's
iconic Everbreeze estate and farm (page 52)
round out this issue. I hope that you enjoy it!

GOLDENSEAL will mark its 40* anniversary
in 2014. We are excited about reaching this
milestone and are contemplating a few changes
to accompany this significant achievement. For
those who are due to receive a renewal notice,
please be on the lookout for a brief survey on
the back of your “tab card.” It’ll ask a few very
simple questions, invite your comments, and
ask for your e-mail address. Thanks in advance
for your cooperation as we move toward a more
modern and efficient method of communicating
with our readers.

We are also preparing a digital archive of
all back issues, and are contemplating a new
digital edition of GOLDENSEAL as well as a
few cosmetic changes. The magazine hasn’t had
a facelift in 15 years!

Of course we will continue to publish the
familiar and beloved print edition and will
cheerfully send paper copies of your renewal
notices if you prefer. But times are surely
changing, and we are determined to meet the
challenges of those changes. Thanks again for
your help, cooperation, and continued support!
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